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For some time the question of the Catholic Schools has been subjected to careful 
study by the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference and by the major 
superiors of religious congregations involved in the educational apostolate. The 
reasons for this study are the diminution of religious personnel engaged in teaching, 
the unequal distribution of such personnel between self-supporting schools and 
schools for the less privileged, and the growing financial burden of remunerating lay 
staff and of providing and maintaining modern school premises with all the amenities 
required. 
 
In terms of a resolution adopted by the plenary session of the Bishops’ Conference in 
1969, Sr. Augusta Neal, S.N.D. was commissioned by the Catholic Education Council 
to carry out a survey of schools conducted by religious congregations, the results of 
which were published in 1971 under the title: The South African Catholic Education 
Survey. At the same time much consideration was given by the Bishop’s Conference 
as a whole and by individual bishops in their dioceses to the question of mission 
schools, which are in large measure the direct responsibility of dioceses and parishes. 
 
Approaches are made to the government departments concerning the possibility of 
recovering some form of state subsidy while retaining Church control of these 
schools, but without success. 
 
The conclusion to be drawn from these studies and negotiations are: 
 

1. that many dioceses find it impossible to continue financing mission schools 
and feel constrained to request that wherever feasible they be taken over as 
government or community schools; 

 
2. that, in regard to schools conducted by religious congregations, it is necessary 

both in the interest of Catholic education and of the religious personnel 
involved, to provide for a readjustment of school commitments by such means 
as the inter-congregational staffing of some schools and the closing of others, 
where circumstances make it evitable. 

 
It is not without extreme regret that we find ourselves obliged to accept these 
conclusions. From time immemorial the Catholic school has been the most precious 
means of imparting an education in the humanities and sciences in an atmosphere of 
faith and reverence and of associating religious growth with human development. The 
Catholic school has also been the living and illuminating centre of much missionary 
effort. Countless communities of dedicated religious have given their spiritual 
energies and religious generosity to the work of the Catholic schools, and parents, 
conscious of their religious responsibilities, have regarded the Catholic school as their 
most highly prized and inseparable ally in the education of our school effort causes us 
to give expression to our deep distress. 
 



In doing so we take the opportunity of re-affirming our faith in the value of the 
catholic school and our appreciation of all that it has achieved and can achieve in 
Christian and human education. We look to our devoted religious and lay teachers, 
dedicated to the educational apostolate, to help wherever possible in the running of 
schools for the less privileged and, in schools that continue to operate on a self-
supporting basis, to intensify that atmosphere of human and Christian concern that 
will enable them to turn out young men and women deeply inbued with a sense of 
Christian responsibility, willing to struggle for justice and ready to respond to the 
priestly and religious vocation. 
 
While facing up to the necessity of reducing school commitments many congregations 
of women religious feel that the time has come to engage in a more diversified 
apostolate. The Bishops’ Conference welcomes this development whole-heartedly and 
looks forward to a systematic involvement of such religious in parish and home 
catechetics, adult education, literacy and development programmes and similar 
activities. 
 
The Bishops are fully aware that such involvement will require specialised training, 
due to recognition of role, status and rule of life, and provision for living and working 
expenses. 
 
Both in regard to the re-adjustment of school commitments and the diversification of 
the apostolate of women religious, it will be necessary to establish effective 
machinery for consultation and co-operation. In regard to the schools this machinery 
has already been agreed upon. 
 
The Conference of Bishops is deeply appreciative of the significant participation of 
the Religious Brothers and Sisters and of the delegates from the Southern African 
Council of Catholic Laity. 


