
STATEMENT 
On 

ABORTION 
 
Following is a statement published in the SOUTHERN CROSS on 1st March, 1972, on behalf of 
the South African Catholic Bishops’ Conference: 
 
 
The Catholic bishops of south Africa have noted with concern the repeated appeals, 
by various bodies, for the liberation of abortion laws in our society. It is prudently 
conjectured that the promoters of reform will take courage from the success of similar 
movements in other countries. 
 
In such circumstances, the Bishops deem it their duty to present, for the guidance of 
all Catholics, the Church’s stand on the question of abortion. 
 
The position has been clearly and unequivocally stated by the Second Vatican 
Council. As re-affirming earlier doctrinal pronouncements, the Pastoral Constitution 
on the Church in the Modern World declares: “God, the Lord of Life, has conferred 
on men the surpassing ministry of safeguarding life a ministry which must be fulfilled 
in a manner that is worthy of man. Therefore, from the moment of its conception, life 
must be guarded with the greatest care, while abortion and infanticide are unspeakable 
crimes.” (Const. Part II, N. 51.) 
 
Here, as in the previous documents, the life of a foetus from the moment of 
conception is regarded as inviolable, so that any direct attack on it, as an end or 
means, is rejected as immoral. 
 
No medical, eugenic, social, ethical or other indications can be accepted as justifying 
the direct killing of what is recognized as an innocent human being. 
 
While opinions may vary as to the precise time of ensoulment no doubt is cast on the 
right of nascent life to protection and development. 
 
Conception initiates a process whose purpose is the full realization of human 
personality. Abortion brings to an end with irreversible finality, both the existence and 
the destiny of the developing human person. As such, abortion stands condemned by 
the Catholic Church. Its judgement on the evil of terminating life derives from a 
Christian awareness that men are not the masters but the ministers of life. 
 
Catholic teaching makes due allowance, under certain conditions, for what is often 
described as indirect abortion when foetal death occurs as the avoidable or necessary 
consequences of some other lawful procedure. Thus the death of the foetus resulting 
from the removal of an cancerous womb is regarded as the regrettable though 
unavoidable concomitant of an operation demanded by the woman’s condition. 
 
In devoting attention to the area of legislation, there should be no misunderstanding of 
the Church’s teaching, that abortion is an act unworthy of man. In the face of moves 
to liberalize civil laws on abortion, the statement of the Second Vatican Council and 
the subsequent Episcopal statements make no concessions on this grave moral issue. 


