
STATEMENTS ON FR. S. P. MKHATSHWA 
 

19 October 1977 
 
Father Smangaliso Mkhatshwa was detained at No. F524, MABOPANE this morning, 19th October, 
under Section 10 and is in Modderbee Prison. At the time of his detention he was Acting Secretary 
General of the South African catholic Bishops’ Conference, in the place of Father A. D. Scholten who 
is overseas, and also Secretary General of the Episcopal Region of South Africa which includes Angola 
and Mosambique. In addition he was Secretary to the Commission for Doctrine, Ecuminism and Inter-
Religious Affairs, Social Communications and Development within the SACBC. 
 
Archbishop J. P. Fitzgerald, OMI, President of the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference, 
made the following Statement: 
 
“In the name of the Conference, I protest, as is now becoming frequently necessary, against  
this arbitrary detention of persons without recourse to courts. Others have also been detained and while 
it is particularly strange and offensive in a Christian country that clergy should be so treated, I extend 
the same sympathy and solidarity to them and their relations. 
 
In a statement made by the Bishops’ Conference in February 1975, as regards detentions and bannings, 
we said – “Countries with just laws based on the consent of citizens do not need to use such means” 
and I wish to state this again, and regard it a duty to go on stating it. 
 
All this gives but further indication that we are moving towards an increasing disregard for human 
freedom which bodes ill for the future of our country. The suppression of relevant positive Black 
opinion is shown in the latest spate of bannings and detentions announced today. This opinion was 
expressed in “The World” by many organisations now silenced. This suppression can only add to the 
terrible sense of frustration at present experienced by so many in our land. If ever there was need for 
authentic Christian reconciliation and acceptance on all sides, it is now. It is my earnest and humble 
appeal to all people of goodwill in our country to double their efforts and prayers that this hour of 
reconciliation and acceptance may strike now – it is the only way to keep Christian hope and love 
alight in our lives. 
 


