
STATEMENT 
 

On 
 

FR. H. HUNKE, OMI 
 

From: Bishop R. Koppmann, OMI at the occasion of the deportation of Very Rev. Fr. H. Hunke 
from Namibia in terms of Proclamation AG 50 – 15 July 1978 

 
As Bishop of the Roman Catholic Church, Diocese of Windhoek, I consider it my duty to protest in the 
strongest terms against the undemocratic and dictatorial action of the Administrator General to the 
deportation of one of my priests from the country in cold blood under the pretext of keeping “peace” in 
the country. 
 
I wish to make it very clear that Rev. H. Hunke, the Provincial of the Order of the Oblates, as for as I 
know, never interfered with politics of any kind. What he did was to give human assistance to the 
under-privileged members of our country. To give help to those who had to suffer from the unjust laws 
of the country, to give aid to those who were kept in detention and that H. Hunke made all efforts to 
draw the attention of the public to various injustices in the country. 
 
It is not true that Father Hunke has criticised the methods of procedure by the Security Police. He 
rejected every form of torture and violence whenever he was confronted with it. He had become a 
special trumpet for all oppressed by unjust laws, for the persecution and the incarcerated. These 
activities made him unpopular and disliked by many, especially by those in authority. It is a very easy 
method to silence such people by dictating from an old paragraph of an old long forgotten ordinance 
published in the year 1920. Is that the way to guarantee law and order in a country? What remains will 
be “ peace and order”, but at the same time the silence of a tomb. Two thousand years ago people 
condemned another prophet. We have a law and according to that law he ought to die…(Jh. 19:7) 
 
Such methods are by no means a healthy basis for peaceful living together with the various peoples in 
our country. On the contrary our Christians and especially our 135 000 black and brown Catholics with 
whom Father Hunke has been for 10 years will be dumbfounded and ask themselves: in which future 
we are led by such a government? Are these a sign of appeasement? Do such acts guarantee a free and 
independent Namibia? A free world, especially the five western powers, also will ask themselves: are 
these the first consequences of all our efforts for a peaceful and prosperous future to our Christian 
remedy? 
 
This deportation will once more bring South West Africa into the limelight of the free world and also 
of the worldwide Church. Once more doubts will arise of the sincerity and honesty of South African 
politics. 
 
We wish to express our sympathy and solidarity with the Anglican Church should it suffer the same 
fate because of the deportation or expulsion of the Vicar General with his family. 


