
STATEMENT ON MR. M. L. NTLOKOA 
 

6 September 1977 
 
A team of security policemen, led by Major Cronje and lt. Botha, arrested Mr. Molatlhegi Laurence 
Ntlokoa, a full-time national organiser of the Young Christian Workers movement. He was arrested 
inside the Roman Catholic Presbytery at Springs around midday on Friday, 2nd September. Mr. 
Ntlokoa, 21, is a registered employee of the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference. The police said that 
Mr. Ntlokoa would be held in connection with a suspected case of sabotage. 
 
He was taken into the custody of the Springs security police. Later inquiries by Father Gregory 
established that Mr. Ntlokoa had been subsequently transferred to the security police at Krugersdorp, 
where he is being detained for questioning. On Saturday, the Most Rev. Archbishop J. P. Fitzgerald, 
President of the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference, phoned the security police at 
Krugersdorp to inquire about Mr. Ntlokoa. Captain Schoeman told him that Mr. Ntlokoa was being 
held under Section 6 of the Terrorism Act.He would be forbidden to receive visitors or food parcels. 
Clean clothes for changing would have to be handed in to the police. 
 
Asked for his comment, Archbishop Fitzgerald expressed his grave concern on this and all other cases 
of detentions-without-trial. He hoped that Mr. Ntlokoa would be either charged in an open court of law 
or released without delay. 


