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‘I came simply to encourage those who, because of their responsibilities for the 
destiny of the Republic of South Africa, today are faced with the greatest challenge of 
its history. A “New South Africa” is indeed about to be born, to give equal 
opportunity to every person and to give a viable co-existence to all. 
 
I recognise the courageous efforts of all those who have contributed to the 
achievements of the recent past. My contacts with the civil authorities and numerous 
representatives of the social and political life of the country show however that what 
remains yet to be done is just as difficult, if not more so, than what has been done 
already. Apartheid has been legally dismantled. But it is still necessary to remove its 
consequences, through new structures and even more through a new spirit. The 
process of negotiation which is now being put into place demands an exceptional will, 
on the part of all parties concerned, to make clear-sighted and determined efforts, in a 
fraternal climate where violence is excluded and where all can learn and win 
reciprocal trust. 
 
In addition to meeting with the President of the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference and other Catholic Bishops, I also met with other Religious leaders and 
with the South African Council of Churches. The Churches have an important role to 
play, especially in a country so strongly marked by the Christian faith. The Churches, 
with their continued commitment to defence of human rights, must now focus their 
efforts on awakening and educating consciences towards moral and social values and 
to a sense of common good, without which no society can exist, still less prosper. The 
demands of pardon and reconciliation, which spring from the Gospel, will also be 
unceasingly recalled, proclaimed and lived. But whenever it does take place, it will 
contribute here, as has been the case elsewhere, to the renewal of the Church and 
through her of the entire country. 
 
I also had the occasion to make a short visit to the Republic of Namibia where I 
consecrated a “Peace Church” near the border with Angola. I pray to the Lord that 
Southern Africa will soon find those conditions of justice and peace which will permit 
it to play its rightful role in developing solidarity with all of Africa and with people of 
the whole world’. 


