
SACBC STATEMENT ON THE POLITICAL CIMATE (13/8/90) 
 
 

The Bishops of the Catholic Church who met in Conference at Marianhill, August 6-
10 1990, said: 
 
“Our plenary session was held in the optimistic climate created by the publication of 
the Pretoria Minute. We congratulate both parties on this further step along the road to 
negotiations. We commend the ANC team under the leadership of Mr Nelson 
Mandela for its suspension of the armed struggle and President F W de Klerk and his 
team for their undertakings in regard to political prisoners and clauses of the Internal 
Security Act. We look forward to a rapid translation into reality of these 
commitments. In addition the government must show that it has the will and the 
ability to discipline the police. 
 
“Fortunately both sides see the general violence in the country as a matter of serious 
concern. Some unrest and instability is inevitable in this time of rapid change but we 
need to move quickly to prevent the whole of South Africa becoming submerged in 
the same flood of violence that has engulfed Natal. This has left over 4 000 dead, 
many more homeless and the country torn apart. 
 
“We express appreciation to all who have ministered to the victims of the violence 
and to all who have worked for peace, particularly the Natal Church Leaders’ Group 
and the South African Council of Churches represented by Dr Frank Chikane. We 
earnestly hope and pray that their efforts will be blessed by God and bring peace to 
Natal. 
 
 
“Drawing on the inspiration of the Pretoria Minute all groups countrywide need to 
abandon violence as a means of resolving disputes. This applies to the police, right 
wing white groups and local township groups of every persuasion. Negotiations, 
dialogue and peaceful settlements need to take place in every street and every town. 
 
“But nothing will be achieved unless justice is done – for example in the matter of 
land. Part of our current unrest is fuelled by the clashes between squatters and 
municipal authorities. The new climate of freedom has encouraged people to claim a 
basic human right, namely, land to live on. Sadly this is being met by the old 
repressive measures of local authorities and brutal police raids which fill us with the 
utmost horror. 
 
 
“We call on local authorities and the police to enter into dialogue with local groups to 
find acceptable solutions. We call on the government to make land available for black 
housing and to provide affordable houses. Stable family life is the cornerstone of 
stable society. 
 
“Finally we call on Catholics to contribute to negotiations by monitoring their local 
situations and encouraging reconciliation and the resolution of problems through 
dialogue. In doing this they will be preparing a safe and welcoming environment for 



our returning exiles and the hope of future security and prosperity for all South 
Africans.” 


