
SACBC STATEMENT ON THE LIBERALISATION OF ABORTION 
LEGISLATION (10/8/90) 

 
In 1990 the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference finds itself having to 
issue a statement, as it did in 1972, in response to repeated appeals for the 
liberalisation of abortion laws in our society. In all likelihood certain amendments to 
the 1975 Abortion and Sterilisation Act will be introduced in parliament in 1991. 
 
We re-iterate the position as stated clearly and unequivocally by the Second Vatican 
Council: 
 
“God, the Lord of life, a ministry of which must be fulfilled in a manner that is 
worthy of the human person. Therefore, form the moment of its conception, life must 
be guarded with the greatest care, while abortion and infanticide are unspeakable 
crimes (Church and World 51).” 
 
In consequence the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference declared: 
 
“Here as in previous documents, the life of the foetus from the moment of conception 
is regarded as inviolable, so that any direct attack on it, as an end or a means, is 
rejected as immoral. No medical, eugenic, social, ethical or other indications can be 
accepted as justifying the direct killing of what is recognised as an innocent human 
being. 
 
“As such, abortion stands condemned by the Catholic Church. Its judgement on the 
evil of terminating life derives from a Christian awareness that people are not the 
masters but the ministers of life. 
 
“In devoting attention to the area of legislation there should be no misunderstanding 
of the Church’s teaching, that abortion is an act unworthy of the human person. In the 
face of moves to liberalise civil laws on abortion, the statement of the Second Vatican 
Council and the subsequent Episcopal statement make no concessions on this grave 
moral issue.” SACBC Statement (1/5/72). 
 
Although this was written nearly twenty years ago when virtually the same arguments 
were advanced as are being put forward today, the eternal truth remains the same now 
as then. 
 

Life is sacred. It belongs to God. Only He has the right to determine when 
it is to be ended. 

 
By virtue of that eternal truth we remain totally opposed to any and every move to 
liberalise abortion legislation. 
 
It is the supreme irony of our morally confused times that certain leaders in society 
should be seeking to make it lawful to kill the innocent, defenceless, unborn child, at 
precisely the time when there is a groundswell movement to outlaw the killing of 
those convicted of capital offences by abolishing the death penalty. 
 



What we find particularly alarming is the policy of the Department of Health and 
Population Development, to make abortion a back-up to “contraceptive failures”, that 
is, unwanted pregnancies which, it could seem, are in its view the ultimate evil. 
 
For these reasons: 
 

a) Great numbers of letters have been sent by Catholic people and organisations 
to the Department of Health and Population Development to express their 
opposition to likely amendments liberalising the Abortion and Sterilisation 
Act, which will come before Parliament in 1991. 

b) The Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference intends to present oral 
testimony on the Church’s position to the Parliamentary Committee that will 
deal with the amendment bill in the near future. 

c) As pastors we are very concerned about the moral dilemma with which 
medical professionals (doctors and nurses) will be confronted should the 
projected amendments be voted into law. If the latter happens they will be 
faced with difficult moral decisions in their professional work where they may 
feel forced to co-operate in medical procedures which go against their 
conscience. 

 
We will do our utmost to support them in insisting that the Conscience Clause 
in their contracts is fully upheld. 

 
Marianhill 


