
SACBC STATEMENT ON ALLEGATIONS INVOLVING SADF 
PERSONNEL IN ATROCITIES (22/7/91) 

 
The SACBC for the immediate appointment of an independent commission of inquiry 
into the covert use of tax-payers’ by the Government, the State President’s complicity 
and the involvement of members of his Government and the security establishment in 
the management of these funds. At the same time, it calls for a judicial commission – 
such as a normal practise in democracies – to be set up to look in recent allegations 
implicating the SADF in atrocities. Pending the appointment of these commissions 
and until such time as the commissions deliver their findings, all officials implicated 
should be suspended forthwith. 
 
The revelations and especially the admissions of the past few days have enormous 
implications for the future of our country and its people. The credibility of president 
De Klerk and his Government is all but in tatters. The only way to rescue the situation 
is speedy and decisive action by the State president. The process of negotiations is in 
extreme danger of collapsing altogether, as earlier suspicious of a ‘hidden agenda’ on 
the part of the Government are perceived to have been justified. 
 
The present revelations and allegations are yet another sad commentary on the 
standards and morality of the Government. Nothing at has been learned from the 
Information Scandal. It seems as if, once again, groups of Government officials, 
believing that they alone know what is best for the country, have resorted to both fair 
means and foul to achieve their sectarian aims. Truth, accountability and even the 
value of life itself appear to be of no value. 
 
The SACBC calls on Mr Mandela and other leaders not to allow these shocking 
revelations to deter them from seeking a negotiated settlement, even though we share 
their sense of anger and disillusionment, but rather to use this opportunity to 
strengthen their cause. 


