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‘The Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference (SACBC) is deeply concerned 
about the violence and poverty which are engulfing the country and which threaten 
the political progress being made at the multi party negotiations’ said the bishops at 
the end of their plenary session. Amongst other things, the SACBC calls for peace and 
the establishment of a credible and competent peace-keeping force, in their latest 
press statement on the current situation in South Africa (released 11 August 1993). 
 
The SACBC has just completed its second plenary session of 1993 held at Marianhill 
from 4-11 August 1993. 
 
At this session the following bishops were elected to take office: President – Bishop 
Louis Ndlovu OSM of Swaziland, and Vice-President – Archbishop Wilfrid Napier 
OFM of Durban and Archbishop Lawrence Henry Of Cape Town. These will take 
over the leadership of the Conference in January 1994 and hold this office for the next 
three years. It is the first time since the establishment of the Conference in 1951 that 
the presidency is being assumed by a bishop from one of South Africa’s neighbouring 
countries. 
 
During the plenary session, fruitful discussions were held with Dr Frank Chikane, 
Archbishop D Mgojo, Ms Hlope Bam and Ms Sheila Sisulu of the South African 
Council of Churches on the question of relations between the SACBC and the SACC. 
At present the Catholic Church enjoys observer status and the discussions were a step  
closer to establishing a fuller relationship. 
 
Naturally, the important African Synod to be held in Rome during April 1994 also 
featured prominently during the proceedings. The following bishops were elected to 
take part in the Synod: Archbishop W Napier of Durban, Archbishop P Butelezi of 
Bloemfontein, Archbishop Lawrence Henry of Cape Town, Bishop M Biyase of 
Eshowe, Bishop F Lobinger of Aliwal North, Bishop R Orsmond of Johannesburg 
and Bishop P Mvemve, Auxiliary Bishop Of Johannesburg. Bishop Louis Ndlovu will 
represent the Conference as president, as well as the country of Swaziland; Bishop B 
Setlalekgosi of Gabarone will represent Botswana and Bishop B Haushiku of 
Windhoek, Namibia. The Synod will deal with five main topics: evangelisation, 
inculturation, and dialogue with other religions, justice and peace, and social 
communications. 
 
During the Conference, Father Peter Henriot, SJ of Zambia conducted an extended 
session on Education for democracy emphasising the importance of inculcating 
democratic attitudes in people before they go to vote. ‘Civic education for democracy 
should include explanations of at least three elements: the mechanics of democratic 
elections, the structures of democratic government and the attitudes of democratic 
culture.’ 
 
Sr Sheila Mary Waspe, Justice and Peace worker in the Johannesburg diocese, 
reported to the bishops on the tragic situation of violence and death on the East Rand. 
The bishops learnt with great concern that several monitors, including their own 



EMPSA monitors Ecumenical Monitoring Programme in SA), were fired on and 
shared the trauma of the people, themselves needing assistance. 
 
On Sunday 8 August, all 33 bishops celebrated the Eucharist in the Marianhill 
Cathedral to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the establishment of the Society 
of the Holy Childhood. Through the prayers and gifts of children, the evangelising 
mission of the Church is aided. The Cathedral was packed by children who sang, 
proclaimed the Word of the Lord and danced in an exuberance of youthfulness and 
joy. 


