
SACBC CONDEMNS ON-GOING VIOLENCE (17/8/90) 
 
 

The Southern African catholic Bishops’ Conference condemns in the strongest terms 
possible the on-going violence that continues in South Africa. Whatever the reasons 
advanced by opposing groups there can be no justification for the senseless loss of life 
and bloodletting that is so rampant in our land today. 
 
Leadership at every level needs to condemn the violence and come together to try to 
put a stop, once and for all, to the strife. The Conference also appeals to all those 
trapped in the situation to refrain from perpetrating acts of violence which inevitably 
lead to the further brutalisation of our society, especially its children. 
 
Living in a society, as we do, that has for so long systematically denied the God-given 
dignity of each man, woman and child in our country and that has treated the majority 
of people as anything but people, it should not be surprising that life has come to be 
regarded so cheaply and as being so expendable when in fact it is our greatest 
treasure. 
 
Tragedies such as those that have occurred during the past few days on the 
Witwatersrand, and elsewhere in our country for much longer, highlight the urgency 
for the process of negotiations for a new dispensation in our country to be pursued 
without any delay. 
 
 
The Conference extends its deepest sympathy to all those who have been bereaved by 
the events of the past weeks and grieves with them at their loss. We pray that God, the 
source of all life, will comfort and strengthen them in their sorrow and grief. 
 
To those left homeless and destitute because of the violence of these times the 
Conference offers its support and consolation. It calls on all Catholics at the level to 
support these people in every way possible. 


