
SACBC CONDEMNS JOHANNESBURG CAR BOMB BLAST (21/5/87) 
 
 

Absolutely appalled by the bombing in Johannesburg, the Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference condemned the deed in the strongest terms possible. Especially 
deplorable was the satanic tactic of luring people to the scene so as to inflict the 
highest toll of injury and death possible. The bishops’ strong opposition to the use of 
violence (regardless of the source or the intention, be it security or liberation), is 
based on the life and teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ, who underscored the 
inestimable value of the human person and of life. We call attention to His warning: 
“Those who take the sword will perish by the sword” (Mt. 26). 
 
“Violence is a monster which once unleashed creates and follows its own laws. We 
appeal therefore to our fellow citizens to recognise in good time the fact that a ghastly 
future awaits us unless we acknowledge human life and the human person to be 
supreme value on earth, and so do all in our power to protect them, for the loss of one 
human life is a loss to all life. 
 
“Realising that actions which inflict injury or loss of life evoke strong emotional 
reactions such as feelings of hatred and the desire for revenge, we appeal for cool 
heads. Otherwise this dastardly act of violence will sow the seeds for a whole series of 
similar acts, including raids on neighbouring countries, which in turn serve to escalate 
the spiral of violence even further. We extend our sympathies to the injured and to the 
families of the deceased of this and other acts of violence. We pray that the Lord may 
sustain and support them, and we ask Him to grant us all the wisdom and the strength 
not only to profess our commitment to His laws and teaching, but also to live out the 
supreme virtues of that teaching, namely, justice, forgiveness and love.” 
 
Signed by: Bishop Wilfrid Napier of Kokstad, president of the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference. 


