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The Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference has called upon all political 
parties to take part in South Africa’s first attempts at non-racial democracy, scheduled 
for April 27-29. The bishops said that the establishment of a genuine democracy 
depends on the participation of all political parties. 
 
Among the groups that are refusing to participate are the Inkhata Freedom Party 
headed by Zulu homeland leader Magosuthu Buthelezi and the white supremacist 
Afrikaner Volksfront, headed by Conservative Party leader, Ferdi Hartzenburg. Both 
parties have threatened civil war if they do not get virtual independence from the rest 
of the new South Africa and both have fared poorly in recent opinion polls, with the 
majority of Zulus choosing to support the African National Congress and the majority 
of Afrikaners still supporting the National Party. 
 
In a veiled reference to Inkhata and the Volksfront, the bishops condemn the threat of 
violence by political groups who seem to have ‘no real claim except to prevent others 
from joining together in exercising power.’ 
 
The bishops have also reiterated the Vatican’s position that priests and members of 
religious orders will not be permitted to enter secular politics. While bishops may 
authorise priests and religious to seek public office in ‘grave’ situations, the bishops 
in Southern Africa do not ‘see the need for this at the present time’. 
 
The bishops decision bring into question the future of two prominent Catholic leaders: 
Father Smangaliso Mkhatshwa and Sister Bernard Ncube of the Institute for 
Contextual Theology who have permitted their names to be placed on the 
parliamentary election list of the African National Congress. Both were imprisoned at 
various times by the apartheid government. Fr. Mkhatshwa was General Secretary of 
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference from 1981 until 1988. 


