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The Administrative Board of the South African Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
currently meeting in Pretoria is filled with a spirit of profound thankfulness to 
Almighty God. We rejoice with all South Africans at the wonderful achievements 
brought about by the elections. We congratulate the new government and assure it of 
our prayers and support as it tries to bring about reconciliation, healing and national 
unity. We also congratulate everyone who contributed to bringing us into the new 
democratic South Africa. National healing and reconciliation began in the long queues 
outside the voting stations as people reached out to one another. 
 
Now begins an era of new challenges for all of us. President Mandela’s call to all 
citizens to work hard and redress the evils of apartheid and to build a ‘people-centred 
society’ deserves our fullest support. We call on all Catholics especially to respond 
by: 

1. Becoming involved in the public life of our country; 
2. Submitting suggestions for the new constitution; 
3. Working to improve living conditions; 
4. Accepting that it will take many years of hard and patient work to deal with all 

our problems; 
5. Creating the stability that is essential for our young democracy to survive. 

 
As bishops we commit ourselves to developing peace and prosperity in the whole of 
the Southern African region. We hope to meet the new Government of National Unity 
in due course. We pledge it our support and the support of our people as it strives to 
bring about a better life for all South Africans. We will remind it that it carries the 
hopes and dreams of many. However, in the future, if the need arises, we will also 
criticize it and lobby for improvements when things go wrong. 
 
We thank God for having brought us to this moment and we ask for an outpouring of 
the Spirit that we may prove worthy of the wonderful opportunity that is being offered 
to us. 


