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The Zulu Regional Pastoral Council (bishops and prefects apostolic with ecclesiastical 
responsibility in Natal, Kwa-Zulu and KaNgwane) said: 
 
“We do not feel it incumbent upon us as church leaders to go into questions of what 
land pertained to the Swazi and Zulu kingdoms respectively before they were affected 
by white political expansion and influence; nor to judge the motives of the South 
African government in wishing to transfer Ingwavuma and KaNgwane to Swaziland. 
 
However, it seems unthinkable to us that such transfers should be contemplated 
without the slightest consultation with the body of people involved. We consider this 
grossly unjust. 
 
“We are aware of the great anger among the people likely to be affected by the 
transfers and the hatred that is developing in the Zulu people in regard to the Swazis. 
It is tragic to think that this hatred should spring up between people who have been 
peaceful neighbours for so long. There are signs indicating that the anger and hatred 
will lead to violence, not only in the affected areas but throughout the whole country 
wherever there are people who feel deeply about the transfers. 
 
“We are also deeply concerned that the transfer of nearly a million people from South 
Africa to Swaziland will deprive them of the right and possibility of being gainfully 
employed in South Africa. Swaziland is not a rich country. The people to be 
transferred to it will increase its population by nearly two hundred percent. This will 
lead to greater impoverishment and a growing threat for starvation for all the people 
involved. 
 
“We sympathise with all those whom the proposed transfers have left in a state of 
anxiety, uncertainty and confusion and express our indignation at the unjust pressures 
brought to bear on people to induce them to comply. 
 
“We urgently call on the South African government to reconsider the issue. The 
insecurity that people are experiencing and the violence and further impoverishment 
that are likely to result from the transfers are matters of critical concern and must 
override all other considerations. 
 
“We call for humble prayer to God for a just, humane and peaceful resolution of the 
problem.” 


