
PASTORAL LETTER OF THE DIOCESE OF BETHLEHEM TO THE 
PRIESTS ON MASS INTENTIONS AND STIPENDS 

(Holy Thursday, 1993) 
 

Dear Father, 
 
‘I appeal to you to be shepherds of the flock that God gave you and to take care of it 
willingly, as God wants you to, and not unwillingly. Do your work, not for mere pay, 
but from a real desire to serve’. 
(1 Peter 5:2) 
 
Enclosed is a letter addressed to the Catholics in this diocese, which I ask you to read 
as soon as possible in all your churches and places where Holy Mass is celebrated in 
your parish. I would like to add a few lines, which are directed at you personally. 
 

1. Although our parishes are not yet Canonically erected – due to the absence of 
important criteria warranting such a move – I do ask those who are in charge 
of a parish to apply one Holy Mass on Sunday for the people entrusted to their 
care, consonant with Canon 534: 1-3 in the Book of Canon Law: 

 
• ‘When he has taken position of his parish, the parish priest is bound on 

each Sunday and holy day of obligation in his diocese to apply the 
Mass for the people entrusted to him. If he is lawfully impeded from 
this celebration, he is to have someone else apply the Mass on these 
days or apply it himself on other days. You note that in my letter to the 
faithful I write that we are bound to celebrate one Holy Mass per week 
for all the people’. The reason is obvious: if a congregation has Mass 
only once per month, as is often the case, we should offer the 
opportunity for special intentions to be asked for, although these must 
not push aside the central position of the Sunday liturgy which is 
protected by Common Law. 

• ‘A parish priest who has the care of several parishes, is bound to apply 
only one Mass on the days mentioned, for all the people entrusted to 
him’. 

• ‘A parish priest who has not discharged the obligations mentioned in 
Paragraph 1 and 2, is as soon as possible to apply for the people as 
many Masses as he has omitted.’ 

 
2. Each priest has the duty to have ‘a special book in which he is accurately to 

record the number, the intention and the offering of the Masses to be 
celebrated, and the fact of their celebration.’ (Canon 958,1 & 955,4). 
Sometimes people give us their intention just before the Mass in which this 
intention is to be applied. In that case, of course, you need not write down that 
intention in your special book. 

3. ‘No one may accept more offerings for Masses to be celebrated by himself 
than he can discharge within a year.’ (Can. 953) 

4. ‘If a sum of money is offered for the application of Masses, but with no 
indication of the number of Masses to be celebrated, their number is to be 
calculated on the basis of the offering prescribed in the place where the donor 



resides, unless the donor’s intention must be lawfully be presumed to have 
been otherwise.’ (Can. 950) 

5. The …provincial bishops’ meeting is to determine by decree,for the whole of 
the province, what offering is to be made for the celebration and application of 
Mass. Nonetheless, it is permitted to accept, for the application of a Mass, an 
offering voluntarily made, which is greater, or even less, than which has been 
determined.’ (Can. 952) The R10.00 stipend is now uniformly applied in the 
SACBC territory 

6. ‘A priest who celebrates a number of Masses on the same day may apply each 
Mass for the intention for which an offering was made, subject however to the 
rule that, apart from Christmas Day, he may retain for himself the offering for 
only one Mass; the others he is to transmit to purposes prescribed by the 
Ordinary, while allowing for some compensation on the ground of an extrinsic 
title.’ (Can. 951,1) 
 
In our diocese all priests apart from the members of the Congregation of the 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate are bound to forward Mass stipends received for 
binations and trinations to the diocesan office, where they will be credited to 
the diocese’s Bethesda Medical Fund for priests. 
 
A priest who on the same day concelebrates a second Mass may not under any 
title accept an offering for that Mass. (Can. 951,2) 

7. Help the faithful to voice in their bidding prayers not only on their own 
particular needs, but also the wider needs of the Church and the world. In this 
way, gradually, they will learn to make use of the many different intentions 
from which to choose in our Sacramentary: Masses in honour of and for the 
intercession of saints; Ritual Masses; Masses for various needs an occasions; 
and Votive Masses. Still, it will not easily happen, unless we draw their 
attention to the existence of these different devotional Mass intentions. 

8. ‘Separate Masses must be applied for the intentions of those for whom an 
individual offering, even if small, has been made and accepted.’ (Can. 948) 
The cumulation of Mass intentions for which a smaller offering than R10.00 
has been received is thus interdicted. But note what I have said in my letter to 
the faithful about the possibility of several of them ‘clubbing together’ to raise 
the R10.00 stipend. 

9. Invite those who have asked for a Mass to be celebrated for their intention to 
bring bread and wine to the sanctuary during their offertory procession. 

10. Diocesan priests incardinated into the Diocese of Bethlehem are members of 
the Roman Opus Securitatis Pension Scheme. Each year they are obliged to 
offer each year 24 Holy Masses for the intention of the Scheme (ad 
intentionem dantis). 
 
I have taken the trouble to write these two letters. Please take the trouble to 
read them carefully and explain, where an explanation s asked for. We are 
duty bound to deal with the stipends given to us conscientiously and with total 
accountability. I trust this letter will help you to be able to do so. 

 
Yours fraternally in the Lord, 
+HUBERT BUCHER 
Bishop of Bethelehem 


