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What kind of a gift would you really like this Christmas? Many of us would probably 
have quite a list. But when you’ve had time to think seriously about it would you not 
give priority to hope? Of all the gifts we need at present in our country this is one of 
the greatest. It is one of the main themes of Advent. 
 
What hope means 
We often use the phrase: “It’s hopeless”. When you think about it you will find it is a 
belief about something in the future. Hope therefore is a belief and it concerns the 
future. So, if you say “I hope my friend will be there to meet me”, you are talking 
about a future event and your belief in your friend’s promise to be there. But if there 
was no promise or no previous arrangement then your hope has no basis. This is 
important because it shows that your belief in a future event must have a basis. 
 
Apply this to our Lord’s teaching on hope and let us take an incident in the Gospel – 
two disciples walking to Emmaus. After the crucifixion and death of Jesus the 
disciples were confused. Two of them were going to a little village near Jerusalem 
called Emmaus. As they were walking along very sad and despondent a stranger 
joined them and asked them why they were unhappy. They told him the story about 
the death of Jesus and concluded saying: “Our own hope had been that he would be 
the one to set Israel free” (Lk 24:21). Then Jesus said to them: “You foolish men! So 
slow to believe the full message of the prophets. Was it not ordained that the Christ 
should suffer and so enter into his glory?” 
 
Then starting with Moses and the prophets he explained to them the passages 
throughout the scriptures that were about himself (Lk 24:25-27). 
 
It was then that the disciples realised their mistake, that they had not really listened to 
what God was teaching them through the prophets and so their hope was without true 
basis. They expected God to do what he had never promised to do and therefore they 
were disappointed. It’s like expecting your friend to meet you when there is no 
arrangement to meet. 
 
How we co-operate in the process 
Christian hope is the belief that God Our Father has all things in His control and will 
only allow what is best for us to happen. Our hope therefore means that we will be 
taken care of in the future. 
 
But, and this is most important, God’s plans do not come about like magic. True, His 
ways are mysterious and He is in final control, but He allows us to work with Him in 
making the future happen. The future unfolds in the way we cooperate with Him in 
making things happen. 
 
Some people want God to take care of them in the future but live irresponsibly and 
selfishly now. They are concerned with themselves or a particular group. How often 
one sees this in our country today. And yet they expect God to secure for them an 
untroubled future. But their hope is based on selfishness. Their hope is false. 



 
The real basis for Christian hope is partnership with the Lord in His work. By living 
as responsible and caring members of the community, of our society we cooperate 
with Him and one another in shaping the future. If our lives are based on real love, 
which is what Christian faith is all about, then He can use us to shape the future. 
 
What this means in practice 
The Lord can use us to shape the future in many different ways: 
 

• Through an effort to understand what people are really experiencing – their 
fears, anxieties and sufferings. We can begin to see what their aspirations are. 
Through shared understanding we can give hope. 

• Through absolute honesty about our situation we can begin to search for 
genuine solutions and so to give hope. 

• Through sharing our talents we can cooperate with one another in witnessing 
to the love we profess as believing Christians and so give hope. 

• Through sharing our material gifts we can help others in their need and so give 
hope. 

 
And there are other ways. Therefore Hope is something that is in our grasp. It is our 
belief in a future where we can live at greater peace because we have worked together 
with Our Lord and each other to bring it about. 
 
Work with the Lord in giving hope to each other. Through your generosity during 
Advent last year we were able to help several communities with their churches and we 
need to build churches and centres in several of the newer areas of the archdiocese. 
 
May Our Blessed Lady to whom this country is dedicated intercede for all of us so 
that we may bring to our country the gift of hope this Christmas. 
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