
MOZAMBIQUE REFUGEE MASS 
 
 

Refugees who fled to the eastern Transvaal to escape atrocities in Mozambique were 
visited by ten bishops of the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference at 
Hluvukani Refugee Village near Acornhoek. 
 
Of the 2 000 refugees in the camp who travelled on foot for weeks to escape, some 
braved lions while trekking through the Kruger National Park, while others were 
electrocuted when they reached the electric fence erected by the South African 
government on its border with Mozambique. 
 
Bishop Paul Nkhumishe of Witbank, said: “We have come here because we continue 
to hear of the great suffering and destitution you are going through. We have come to 
express our heartfelt solidarity with you. 
 
“Remember to welcome strangers in your home…Remember those who are 
suffering”, Archbishop Denis Hurley of Durban said in his sermon. Bishop Mansuet 
Biyase of Eshowe in a second sermon told the refugees that by their suffering they 
shared in the suffering of Christ. 
 
A group of dancing women during the offertory procession brought not only 
Communion wafers and Mass wine but also a wicker plate of corn on the cob and 
one-litre bottles of Coca Cola and Lemon Twist soft drinks. 
 
“It is part of their lives,” a local priest explained. 
 
Shame-filled 
Archbishop George Daniel of Pretoria said that, as a South African, he was “very 
ashamed that many people are trying to stop the refugees from being helped and 
entering South Africa. I know that in the south there is an electric fence and there are 
land mines on the other side of the fence. 
 
“I am ashamed because we as a Christian country are not doing what Christ wants us 
to do. 
 
“But there are Christians in South Africa who say you are welcome. In the Church we 
want no fences. 
 
Our work in the Church is to break down walls and build bridges. “Language makes 
no difference, colour makes no difference, nationality makes no difference, if we are 
as loving to others as ourselves.” 
 
Nowhere to go 
Mr Alfabeto Kubayi, a blind man who managed to flee Mozambique, told of life there 
and of atrocities which force refugees to flee to South Africa. 
 
“We are dying in Mozambique. Innocent people, pregnant women, children without 
weapons, are being killed. Our houses are burnt, they steal our clothes. They steal our 



wives and after two weeks they bring them back. Goats, cattle and fowls are stolen,” 
he said. 
 
Chief P Mnisi, the tribal chief in the area in which the refugees have been given 
shelter, disclosed that the refugees could not leave the tribal homeland of Gazankulu 
in which the camp is situated. If they did, the south African authorities would send 
them back to Mozambique. 


