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The Nationalist government has made it vividly clear that it will not stop until all 
popular organisations which continue to dissent and resist are crushed into silence. 
 
“Many Church leaders in South Africa have chosen to follow Jesus’ example of 
compassion for the poor and oppressed. This has placed them squarely upon the side 
of all those South Africans who are struggling to bring about justice, democracy and 
peace in our country and because of the government’s race policies, this has 
inevitably brought all churches other than those that support the state, onto a collision 
course with the state. 
 
“In the past week the state has closed down the Catholic Bishops’ newspaper The New 
Nation, and raided Bishop Adam’s house. Archbishop Naidoo was arrested as part of 
the delegation of Church leaders who protested peacefully outside parliament against 
clampdown on organisations. 
 
“Church leaders believe that the mandate for their actions comes from God and so no 
person or government has the legitimate right to stop them. The state president has 
taken it upon himself to determine what is spiritual and valid Christian witness and 
what is not. One wonders how a government, whose whole political raison d’etre is 
racial discrimination in the abhorrent policy of apartheid, something which is a heresy 
in the Christian tradition and pronounced as intrinsically evil by the Catholic Bishops 
of Southern Africa, is in any position to pronounce which actions are Christian and 
which are not. Beyond this, the state president has publicly attacked the spiritual 
leaders of most of the people in South Africa in an attempt to isolate them from the 
body of the Church.” 
 
Loyal support 
“Catholic lay people believe it is their Christian duty to make known their respect and 
loyal support for the Bishops’ witness to justice. This support furthermore is extended 
to all religious leaders in our country who have chosen to work for justice as an 
integral and not constitutive dimension of proclaiming the gospel. Our Church leaders 
are not as the state president supposes, on their own. Instead they are united in their 
mission by the majority of Christians in South Africa who refuse to surrender their 
God-given right to participate equally in the government and society of their country. 
 
“Jesus Himself began His ministry with the words ‘The spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because He has chosen me to bring the good news to the poor, to liberate captives, to 
give sight to the blind, to set the oppressed free’. Pope John XXIII reinforced this 
sentiment in his encyclical Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth) over 25 years ago. (any 
government which refuses to recognise human rights or acts in violation of them 
would not only fail in its duty – its decrees would be wholly lacking in blinding 
force). 
 



Ignorant turn away 
“There is actually little new in this type of witness being called for from the faithful 
by our Church leaders. 
 
“What is most sad though is that so many church members are either ignorant of this 
or turn their faces away from the truth, and that at times only a few priests are 
preaching about the social teachings of the Church. Hence many Christians have been 
on the receiving end of an individualistic spirituality, which narrowly focuses on ly 
upon savings one’s own soul. Although the Second Vatican Council attempted to 
move the Catholic Church beyond this cul-de-sac, there are still many sincere and 
good Catholics who remain confused by the Church’s concern that the spirit of God 
be not excluded from the political or any other sphere of life. 
 
“We urge all Christians not to lose hope, but in keeping with the message of Easter to 
renew their commitment and dedication to a just and peaceful South Africa. 
 
“We are challenged by Jesus, to take up the weight of the cross in the confidence that 
good will triumph over evil. We ask all Christians to remember and pray for those 
who are suffering during Good Friday services, especially those on death row and the 
Sharpeville Six, those in detention, those who have been prevented from proclaiming 
the truth in the media because it has endangered ‘state security’, and guide us through 
these troubled times. 
 
“The cross of suffering under whose weight we bend during Good Friday, will 
certainly be resurrected into the non-racial democratic South Africa of tomorrow.” 


