
CHURCH AND CRISIS MINISTRY MEETING OF PRIESTS 
 

Delegates from 27 dioceses at the Southern African Council of Priests’ annual 
conference discussed ‘Church and Crisis-Ministry’, September 14 – 18, 1983. 
 
Bishop Napier said: “We are in a crisis in the Church because those who have the 
power are very effectively shielded from the brutal reality of apartheid.” Church 
leadership had also been insulated. 
 
Lay Catholic, Mr. Douglas Christmas, suggested priests should offer safe houses in 
their parishes to people fleeing vigilante attacks and to give material aid, such as 
blankets. “Media restrictions actually cause serious problems,” he said. “Priests 
should keep well informed and pass on information and create awareness within their 
congregations. This could be done by prayers for people in crisis, and on strike”. 
 
He complained that the laity did not get explanations and clarifications of what the 
bishops were saying to counteract distorted facts presented by the media or state. 
 
Mr. Paddy Kearny, director of Diakonia, a Durban-based ecumenical agency working 
for a just society, speaking on what workers expected from the Church, warned that 
there was a growing group of workers who reject the Church, while a large group saw 
their work life and their faith as separate. 
 
He asked that priests be seen to bring the Church’s presence into the labour field, 
instead of treating trade unionism with suspicion and non-interest. 
 
Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference vice-president, Bishop Wilfred 
Napier, asked: “Is the crisis due to the fact that injustice and inequalities – precisely 
the condition for communism to take hold – are not only not being addressed, but 
continue to exist on statute book and in practise? 
 
“What is true for the bishops is true for priests, religious and laity. The more you are 
exposed to the awful reality of apartheid, the narrower will be the gap in the 
perceptions of the situation and what needs to be done to redeem it.” 
 
Bishop Herbert Lenhof, chairman of the Commission for Priests, Deacons and 
religious, said constructive social change; could be brought about by implementing 
the Church’s social teachings. 
 

Priests Support Hurley 
 

The Southern African Council of Priests issued an open letter to archbishop Denis 
Hurley of Durban. The Priests’ Council represents about two thousand Catholic 
priests in South Africa. 
 
“In appreciation of the work of the southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference, 
the Southern African Council of Priests wish to let you know of our backing and 
support. 
 



“We are aware of recent attempts to isolate the president of the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference. We are of insinuations that it is ‘Hurley, the 
individual’ who is making pronouncements. And we are aware that some people are 
saying that the Church as a whole does not agree with you. 
 
“We therefore, in our capacity as elected representatives of the clergy of southern 
Africa, send you this open letter, to say that only are we grateful for the stand the 
bishops have taken for justice, not only do we regard your Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference statements of the hierarchy as a whole, but also that when you 
speak in your capacity as president of the Southern African Bishops’ Conference, you 
are speaking for us all. 
 
“We hope that you will continue in your work and we pray that the Spirit will 
continue to inspire you, as in the past.” 


